The role of Campylobacter (Helicobacter) pylori in disorders of the gastrointestinal tract.
To evaluate the role of Campylobacter pylori in different gastrointestinal disorders, serum IgG antibodies against C. pylori were determined in dyspeptic patients and in a control group of healthy children and adults. Twenty-eight percent of the dyspeptic patients with normal mucosa were seropositive. Among the patients with altered mucosa, the seroprevalence increased from duodenitis (48%) to gastritis (89%) and gastric or duodenal ulcer, gastric stump gastritis and carcinoma (100%, for each group, respectively). The C. pylori detection rate was lowest in patients with duodenitis alone (19%) and highest in patients with duodenal ulcers (95%). Therefore, C. pylori does not play an important role in patients with duodenitis alone. About 30% of patients with gastritis, active duodenal or gastric ulcer had antibody levels as low as the seroconverted dyspeptic patients but with normal gastroduodenal mucosa. C. pylori was not considered a causative factor for mucosal damage in these patients.